New Geomatics Program Approved

By Glen Thurow

At their regular meeting on April 11th the Albuquerque T-VI Governing Board approved the long awaited two-year certificate program in Geomatics. This new educational initiative combines elements from an existing geographic information system program with remote sensing, photogrammetry, and surveying course work into the Geomatics rubric. The current timetable is for a fall program launch.

The basic Geomatics Technology Certificate is comprised of 36 credit hours divided into three terms. T-VI operates on a trimester system. In addition to such foundational courses as college algebra, trigonometry, and plane surveying, the student will also receive exposure to the basic concepts of geographic information systems, computer aided drafting for civil engineering, surveying and land development including creation and editing of point data, parcel area computations and boundary information, and remote sensing. The student will also study photogrammetry, the Public Land Survey System, and prepare for Level I NSPS Survey Technician Certification. Students who plan on attending NMSU to continue their education can add electives such as calculus.

A critical key to program success will be the attraction and retention of qualified students. To that end, a high school pathway is being proposed as a lead in to the geomatics program.  Students have the option of completing 9 credit hours while in high school via articulated and dual credit course work. After high school graduation, students can complete the certificate program in two terms or 8 months. Moreover, students wishing to continue work toward an associate degree will be able to so in the Geographic Information Technology- AAS Degree. This degree, with an additional 30 credits necessary for completion, concentrates studies in GIS specific course work but with related links to surveying. Indeed, the survey classes under the Geomatics program may be required coursework under the AAS degree. This creates a path to the Survey Engineering program at NMSU as well. With the certificate in Geomatics and the AAS degree in GIS working in tandem, a student body sufficient to keep both programs viable is anticipated.

This program must succeed! Here’s how you can help. First, as soon as it’s available, get a catalogue from T-VI and become acquainted with the course offerings for the program.

Consider your own employees and who might benefit from these classes. Every effort will be made to schedule classes at times that will allow for their participation. Be prepared to cut them loose in time for class. Pay their tuition and book cost. If you really want to make an investment in the future of your company, your employees, and the surveying profession, encourage their participation by paying them while they are in class!

Next, interact with your local high schools. Get a copy of the new NSPS surveying career speaker’s kit Measuring the World Around Us. It’s available on the ACSM website. Talk to school councilors. Let teachers and students know about the programs at T-VI, NMSU, and career paths in surveying. Go into the classroom and bring a hands-on surveying project with you.  Offer summer mentorship opportunities. Talk to math teachers about the trig star program and get it going in your community. Consider making a contribution to the NMPS Educational Foundation. The foundation has been actively involved in getting this program off the ground. It intends to be an active participant in the future. It needs your continued financial support.

 No matter what form your support and involvement takes, the important thing is to get involved in some manner. Don’t leave it up to others to get the job done. Everyone needs to participate.  It is in everyone’s self interest to do so.

This program can add a revitalizing spark to our profession. It can provide trained, competent, entry-level personnel to the workforce as well as act as a conduit to the professional four-year program at NMSU.

In another note of interest, effective June 2nd, T-VI will change its name to Central New Mexico Community College to make the school more appealing to students outside the Albuquerque area. The school currently offers 49 associate degrees and 53 certificate programs. It has 20,000 students. It was felt that this moniker change better represented the evolving characteristic of the school's mission and vision. There is magic in new beginnings. Let us hope that the name change from T-VI to CNMCC and the new Geomatics program brings a little magic to New Mexico.
